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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OMB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 AEC-11 FEAE-00 DRC-01 /122W 

054639 

R 180838Z SEP 74 
FM AMCONSUL NAHA 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1496 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
USARBCO FORT BUCKNER 
313TH AD KADENA 
MARCORB CAMP BUTLER 
COMFLEACTS OKINAWA 

UNCLAS NAHA 397 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: OKINAWA GOVERNOR RAISES FUEL PIPELINE WITH USAGO 
REF: NAH 395 

1. THE RYUKYU SHIMPO SEPT 18 REPORTED A CALL BY OKINAWA GOVERNOR 
YARA ON USAGO, MG DAVID, SEPT 17 REGARDING THE MILITARY PIPELINE 
(REFTEL). YARA NOTED THAT, HAVING BEEN LAID SOME 20 YEARS AGO, THE 
U.S. FORCES PIPELINE HAD DETERIORATED CONSIDERABLY AND ASKED THAT, 
SINCE PIPELINES RUN NEAR RESIDENTIAL AREAS, THEY BE REMOVED OR 


PAGE 2 RHAIBQA5568 UNCLAS 

REPAIRED TO MEET CURRENT JAPANESE SAFETY STANDARDS FIXED BY LAW. 

2. SH IMPO REPORTED THAT GENERAL DAVID DECLINED TO COMMENT ON 
REMOVAL BUT SAID GOVERNOR'S REQUEST WIILL BE FORWARDED TO HIGHER 
AUTHORITY. DAVID ADDED THAT AN EXPERT TEAM WAS BEING SENT FROM U.S. 
TO INSPECT PIPELINE AND MAKE REPAIRS WHERE NECESSARY, NOTING THAT 
U.S. FORCES HAD PROVIDED THOROUGH SAFETY MEASURES IN PAST AND WOULD 
DO SO IN FUTURE. THE ARTICLE REPORTED DAVID SAID THAT IMPROVEMENT OF 
PIPELINE TO MEET JAPANESE SAFETY STANDARDS WAS MATTER FOR DISCUSS- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ION BETWEEN USG AND GOJ, BUT PATROLMEN WERE CHECKING THE PIPELINE 
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TWICE A DAY AND HAD ALWAYS MADE REPAIRS WHEN NECESSARY. 

3. COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL, PIPELINE HAS NOW BEEN ADDED TO 
LEFTIST CATALOGUE OF EVILS OF U.S. BASE SYSTEM. IN SAME CALL ON 
GENERAL DAVID, YARA ALSO RAISED DROPPING OF PRACTICE NUCLEAR BOMBS 
AT IE SHIMA RANGE AND RIF PROBLEMS. HOPEFULLY GENERAL DAVID’S 
FORTHCOMING RESPONSE TO YARA WILL HELP KEEP HEAT ON PIPELINE ISSUE 
DOWM. 

SYLVESTER 
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